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1.0    INTRODUCTION 
 
Site Information 

1.1 Rachel Hacking Ecology Limited was commissioned in 2021 by Paul Butler Associates 
Limited to carry out an Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey & Daytime Bat Survey at 
Cuerden Hall, Bamber Bridge, Preston, Lancashire. The site is situated north of Berkeley 
Drive and east of Cuerden Close, Bamber Bridge, Preston, Lancashire (O.S. grid 
reference: SD 56420 23970 – see Figure 1). The proposed development site currently 
comprises Cuerden Hall which is set within mature amenity gardens consisting amenity 
grassland, continuous scrub, and broad-leaved woodland composing the remainder of 
the site. The site is bordered to the north and east by parkland, woodland, and Clayton 
Brook Reservoir. To the south and west, the site is bordered by further woodland, 
residential development, and agricultural land.   

An Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey is required to provide an overview of the habitats 
present within the site and to assess any potential protected species issues on the site. 
A daytime bat survey is required to assess the potential use of the property by bats. 

 
Figure 1 showing the location of the site 
 
Description of Development 

1.2 The site will be subject to a planning application for the conversion of the building into 
a single residence. 

Biodiversity in Planning 
1.3 Biodiversity is a material consideration, and Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) have a 

requirement to consider biodiversity and protected species when determining planning 
applications. Section 15 of the National Planning Policy Framework (February 2019) 
gives specific reference to minimising the impacts of development on biodiversity. 
Local and Neighbourhood plans also provide guidance towards protecting and 
enhancing biodiversity, including priority habitats and notable species. 
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2.0    METHODOLOGY 
 

Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey 
2.1 A Phase 1 Habitat survey was undertaken to JNCC standards (JNCC, 2010). The site was 

walked and each habitat was assigned a Phase 1 habitat category. Species lists were 
taken at locations of botanical interest. All botanical nomenclature follows Stace, 2019. 
A Phase 1 map was produced showing habitat boundaries. 

2.2 During the Extended Phase 1 survey, the habitats were assessed for their potential to 
support protected species. This included, for example, looking for signs of Badger 
activity (e.g. setts, paths, latrines and hairs on fences), assessing any waterbodies on 
site or near the site for their potential to support Great Crested Newt. 

2.3 The site was also surveyed for invasive, non-native plant species such as Japanese 
Knotweed and Giant Hogweed. 

Daytime Bat Survey 
2.4 A daytime bat survey of the site was undertaken to search for, and to assess the 

potential for, a bat roost. 

2.5 An external assessment of the buildings to be affected on the site was undertaken, 
which included, for example, looking for gaps between any soffit boards and walls, gaps 
between window frames and the walls, and looking for bat droppings on the walls and 
window ledges. An internal assessment was also carried out, with particular focus on 
gaps in walls, cracks in roof beams, and any evidence of bat activity, such as bat 
droppings, in the internal spaces.  

2.6 A ground-level assessment of any trees affected by the proposals was also undertaken. 
This involved a search for potential roosting features (PRF’s), including peeled bark, 
knot holes and branch splits. 

2.7 A pair of close-focussing binoculars, a high-powered torch and, where necessary, an 
endoscopic camera, were used to search for evidence of bats. 

Personnel and Seasonal Timing 
2.8 Joe Walters (Ecologist) and Eleanor Randall (Assistant Ecologist) carried out the surveys 

on the 1st and the 8th of March 2021. Both surveyors are experienced ecologists and 
fully trained in botanical surveys and protected species assessments. March is a sub-
optimal month for botanical work., however given the habitats present on site, a 
thorough assessment could be undertaken. The weather at the time of the survey was 
mild and bright. Daytime bat surveys can be undertaken at any time of year. 

Survey Constraints 
2.9 The site was accessed fully throughout. There were no other constraints to the survey. 
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3.0    RESULTS 
 

PHASE 1 HABITAT SURVEY 
 
3.1 The Phase 1 Habitat Map can be found at the back of the report. The habitats on the 

proposed development site are described below.  
 

Amenity Grassland 
3.2 The site features amenity grassland as part of the amenity gardens which is managed 

by mowing and has a short sward height (see Photograph 1) as well as a lawn of amenity 
grassland which is less managed and is left rank with a long sward height (see 
Photograph 2). Dominant grass species include Yorkshire Fog Holcus lanatus, Perennial 
Rye-grass Lolium perenne, and Red Fescue Festuca rubra. Other commonly occurring 
species include Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens, White Clover Trifolium repens, 
Spear Thistle Cirsium vulgare, and bryophyte species. 
 

 
Photograph 1 showing the amenity grassland 
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Photograph 2 showing the rank amenity grassland 
 
Bare Ground 

3.3 Bare ground makes up a large proportion of the site including access, courtyards, 
paving, and parking (see Photograph 3). 
 

 
Photograph 3 showing the bare ground on site 
 

Broad-leaved Woodland 
3.4 Broad-leaved woodland is present in large areas in the north, west, and southern parts 

of the site (see Photograph 4). Trees within these habitats vary from juvenile to mature. 
Species include Beech Fagus sylvatica, Horse Chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum, 
Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus, Pedunculate Oak Quercus robur, Hawthorn Crataegus 
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monogyna, Ash Fraxinus excelsior, Lime Tilia sp., Holly Ilex aquifolium, Elder Sambucus 
nigra, Willow Salix sp., Silver Birch Betula pendula, and European Larch Larix decidua. 
Substantial standing and fallen dead wood is present within the habitat. 
 

 
Photograph 4 showing the broad-leaved woodland 

 
3.5 The understorey is composed of Rhododendron Rhododendron ponticum, Ivy Hedera 

helix, Wood Avens Geum urbanum, Bluebell Hyacinthoides sp., Common Nettle Urtica 
dioica, Ramsons Allium ursinum, Lords-and-ladies Arum maculatum, Hogweed 
Heracleum sphondylium, Snowdrops Galanthus nivalis, Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg., 
and Ground-elder Aegopodium podagraria. Stands of Himalayan Balsam Impatiens 
glandulifera and Variegated Yellow Archangel Lamiastrum galeobdolon subsp. 
argentatum are present within the broad-leaved woodland habitat. An empty pond is 
present within the northern section of broad-leaved woodland (see Photograph 5). This 
area features old stone banks which have become vegetated and wooded. The pond at 
the time of the survey held only a very small amount of water leading to a boggy patch 
of ground. 
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Photograph 5 showing the empty pond within the broad-leaved woodland 

 
Introduced Shrub 

3.6 Introduced shrub is present surrounding the main building within the amenity garden 
space (see Photograph 6). Species include Rhododendron Rhododendron ponticum, 
Montbretia Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora, Primrose Primula vulgaris, Wall Cotoneaster 
Cotoneaster horizontalis, Variegated Yellow Archangel Lamiastrum galeobdolon subsp. 
argentatum, Ivy Hedera helix, Hydrangea Hydrangea macrophylla, Butterfly Bush 
Buddleja davidii, Spotted Laurel Aucuba japonica, Box Buxus sempervirens, and 
Snowberry Symphoricarpos albus. 
 

 
Photograph 6 showing the introduced shrub  
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Scattered Trees 
3.7 Scattered trees are present within the continuous scrub, tall, ruderal herb, amenity 

grassland and introduced shrub habitats (see Photograph 7). Species include Beech 
Fagus sylvatica, Horse Chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum, Sycamore Acer 
pseudoplatanus, Pedunculate Oak Quercus robur, Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, Ash 
Fraxinus excelsior, Lime Tilia sp., Holly Ilex aquifolium, Silver Birch Betula pendula, 
Norway Maple Acer platanoides, and Yew Taxus baccata. 
 

 
Photograph 7 showing one of the scattered trees  

 
Scattered Scrub 

3.8 Scattered scrub is present within the tall, ruderal herb, bare ground, and amenity 
grassland. Species include Dogwood Cornus sanguinea, Elder Sambucus nigra, Beech 
Fagus sylvatica, and Wilson’s Honeysuckle Lonicera nitida. 
 
Tall, Ruderal Herb 

3.9 Tall, ruderal herb is present south of the stable building in an area of land which has 
become overgrown (see Photograph 8). Species include Common Nettle Urtica dioica, 
Ivy Hedera helix, Dogwood Cornus sanguinea, Pendulous Sedge Carex pendula, 
Montbretia Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora, Herb-Robert Geranium robertianum, and 
Hart’s-tongue Fern Asplenium scholopendrium. 
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Photograph 8 showing the tall, ruderal herb 
 
Continuous Scrub 

3.10 Continuous scrub is present within the western part of the site between the broad-
leaved woodland and bare ground spaces and as a small band in the east of the site 
(see Photograph 9). Species include Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg., Common Nettle 
Urtica dioica, Dogwood Cornus sanguinea, Ivy Hedera helix, Hogweed Heracleum 
sphondylium, Elder Sambucus nigra, Butterfly Bush Buddleja davidii, Rosebay 
Willowherb Chamaenerion angustifolium, Rhododendron Rhododendron ponticum, 
Montbretia Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora, and Himalayan Balsam Impatiens glandulifera. 
 

 
Photograph 9 showing an area of continuous scrub 
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Boundaries 
3.11 The boundaries are marked by fences or walls. A number of walls are present within 

the garden spaces (see Photograph 10). 
 

 
Photograph 10 showing a section of wall 
 
Buildings and Other Structures 

3.12 The site features a complex of buildings which make up Cuerden Hall, which is assessed 
and described further in the daytime bat survey section of the report.  
 

PROTECTED SPECIES 
 
Great Crested Newt 

3.13 Great Crested Newt (GCN) Triturus cristatus is a European Protected Species under the 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2019 (Amendment) (EU Exit) and the 
species is fully protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). 
 

3.14 No waterbodies exist on the site. Four ponds exist within 250m of the site. One pond 
lies 170m west of the site separated by a road and residential development. The second 
pond lies approximately 90m north of the site and appears to be livestock poached and 
separated by short-grazed grassland. The last two ponds lie over 200m north of the site 
and are separated by a road and short-grazed grassland. The site supports suitable 
Great Crested Newt terrestrial habitat. The broad-leaved woodland, continuous scrub, 
and introduced shrub provide cover from predation for Great Crested Newts. 
 
Bats 

3.15 All bat species are European Protected Species. This is implemented in the UK through 
the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2019 (Amendment) (EU Exit). 
Bats are also protected under The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). 
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Daytime Bat Survey 
3.16 Cuerden Hall is present on site which is composed of multiple sections (see Figure 2).  

 

 
Figure 2 showing the different sections of Cuerden Hall 

 
Section 1 – External Survey 

3.17 Section 1 of Cuerden Hall is a two-storey, brick-built building with a single-storey, stone 
extension on the northern elevation (see Photograph 11). Decorative brick and stone 
turrets and detailing is also present on Section 1 of the building which, along with the 
rest of the masonry, appear to be in good condition. The window and door frames 
appear to be in good condition with no missing or damaged windowpanes. A three-
storey section is present within the centre of Section 1 which is of the same 
construction and in the same condition as the rest of the section (see Photograph 12).  
 

 
Photograph 11 showing the exterior of Section 1 
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Photograph 12 showing the three-storey section of Section 1 
 

3.18 The roof of the single-storey extension is flat and covered with lead flashing with large 
domed skylights which are all in good condition (see Photograph 13). The remaining 
roofs of Section 1 are hipped, pitched, and tiled. The condition of these roofs could not 
be assessed externally but were assessed internally.  The roof edges are sealed 
throughout by parapet walls which appear to be in good condition with all coping 
stones present and flush. 
 

 
Photograph 13 showing the single-storey extension roof 
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Section 1 – Internal Survey 
3.19 The interior of Section 1 is composed of a basement, ground floor, first floor, and roof 

void. The basement stretches between Section 1 and Section 2 of Cuerden Hall. 
Approximately half of the basement floor is constructed from brick which is painted 
white and in good condition and features a vaulted ceiling (see Photograph 14). The 
other half of the basement is composed of a network of brickwork tunnels which are 
likewise in good condition. The basement features a number of access points which 
emerge at ground level (see Photograph 15). No evidence of bat activity was found 
within the basement. 
 

 
Photograph 14 showing the basement of Section 1 and 2 
 

 
Photograph 15 showing the basement of Section 1 and 2 
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3.20 The ground and first floors of Section 1 are finished spaces which are vacant (see 
Photograph 16). These floors provide no bat roosting suitability. The three-storey 
section acts as a lantern roof which provides natural light into the staircase hall and 
provides no potential access points or roost suitability (see Photograph 17).  
 

 
Photograph 16 showing the interior of Section 1 
 

 
Photograph 17 showing the interior of the three-storey section of Section 1 
 

3.21 A large U-shaped roof void is present above the first floor which wraps around the 
three-storey section (see Photograph 18). The roof void is dark, dusty, and cobwebbed. 
The wooden roof beams and internal brick masonry are in good condition with no 
cracks or crevices suitable for bat roosting. The roof voids are insulated with rockwool 
and the underside of the roof is lined with roofing felt which is in good condition. No 
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evidence of bat activity or potential access points were located within the roof void of 
Section 1. 

 

 
Photograph 18 showing the roof void of Section 1 
 

Section 2 – External Survey 
3.22 Section 2 of Cuerden Hall is a two-storey, brick-built building (see Photographs 19 & 

20). The masonry appears to be in good condition with few missing or damaged bricks. 
The window and door frames appear to be in good condition with no missing or 
damaged windowpanes. A number of single-storey sections are present which are of 
the same construction and in the same condition as the rest of Section 2. 
 

 
Photograph 19 showing the exterior of Section 2 
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Photograph 20 showing the exterior of Section 2 

 
3.23 The roofs of Section 2 are composed of flat roofs, pitched roofs, and a lantern roof (see 

Photograph 21). The roof edges are all sealed by parapet walls which appear to be in 
good condition with all coping stones present and flush. The sections of flat roof are 
constructed from both roofing felt and lead flashing which is in good condition and 
well-sealed throughout (see Photograph 22). The pitched roofs are constructed from 
slate roof tiles which are mostly in good condition with a number of slipped tiles. The 
lantern roof could not be assessed externally but was examined internally. The roof 
features a number of brick chimney stacks which are in good condition. The chimney 
stacks and sections of roof are all well-sealed throughout by lead flashing. 
 

 
Photograph 21 showing the roofs of Section 2 
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Photograph 22 showing the roofs of Section 2 

 
Section 2 – Internal Survey 

3.24 The interior of Section 2 is composed of a basement (assessed in Paragraph 3.19), 
ground floor, first floor, and roof void. The ground and first floors of Section 2 are 
finished spaces which are vacant. Some of the interior spaces feature false ceilings. The 
former billiard room within Section 2 features a lantern roof which from the interior 
appears to be in good condition and well-sealed (see Photograph 23). These floors 
provide no bat roosting suitability. 
 

 
Photograph 23 showing the interior of the billiard room with lantern roof 
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3.25 Above the false ceilings of Section 2, the space is very limited and heavily-cobwebbed 
with no suitable bat roosting habitat identified (see Photograph 24). A number of roof 
voids are present within Section 2. One of these voids could not be accessed as the void 
hatch was painted shut. The void that could be accessed was dark, cobwebbed, and 
dusty (see Photograph 25). The wooden roof beams and internal brick masonry are in 
good condition with no cracks or crevices suitable for bat roosting. The roof void is 
insulated with rockwool and the underside of the roof is lined with wooden planks 
which are mostly flush to one another and in good condition. One gap has been cut out 
which emanates daylight which suggests a potential access point. No evidence of bat 
activity was located within the roof void of Section 2. 
 

 
Photograph 24 showing the space above the false ceiling in Section 2 
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Photograph 25 showing the roof void of Section 2 
 

3.26 Section 2 of Cuerden Hall also features an attic space which was originally a finished 
space but has had the majority of the walls and ceilings removed, exposing the roof and 
eaves voids (see Photograph 26). The windows are in good condition with all 
windowpanes intact and well-sealed. The internal masonry and wooden roof beams 
are mostly in good condition with no visible cracks or crevices suitable for bat roosting. 
The underside of the roof is lined with a mixture of wooden planks and sheeting which 
are mostly in good condition with some areas of damage and pocketing. A small 
number of scattered bat dropping were recorded within one of the eaves voids of the 
attic (see Photograph 27). 

 

 
Photograph 26 showing the interior of the attic of Section 2 
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Photograph 27 showing some of the scattered bat droppings within the attic  

 
Section 3 – External Survey 

3.27 Section 3 of Cuerden Hall is a two-storey, L-shaped, brick-built building (see Photograph 
28). The masonry appears to be in good condition with few missing or damaged bricks, 
some cracks have formed in the south-eastern corner of the building. The window and 
door frames are mostly in good condition with a small number of damaged 
windowpanes which provide potential access points. 
 

 
Photograph 28 showing the exterior of Section 3 
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3.28 The roof edges are all sealed by parapet walls which appear to be in good condition 
with most coping stones present and flush. The roof could not be assessed fully 
externally but was examined internally. The pitched roof is constructed from slate roof 
tiles which are mostly in good condition with a number of slipped and lifted tiles (see 
Photograph 29). The ridge tiles all appear intact and present but not sealed to the roof. 
The roof features a number of brick chimney stacks which are in good condition. The 
chimney stacks are all well-sealed throughout by lead flashing. 
 

 
Photograph 29 showing the roof of Section 3 

 
Section 3 – Internal Survey 

3.29 Internally, Section 3 was originally a finished space but has had the majority of the 
ceilings removed, exposing the roof voids (see Photograph 30). The windows are mostly 
in good condition with some damaged windowpanes. The internal masonry is finished 
in places but is damaged and features cracks and crevices in some places, with some 
leading into Section 4. The wooden roof beams are in good condition with no visible 
cracks or crevices suitable for bat roosting. The underside of the roof is lined with a 
roofing felt which is mostly in good condition with some areas of damage and 
pocketing. A small number of scattered potential feeding remains (Lepidoptera wings) 
were found within Section 3 (see Photograph 31). No conclusive evidence of bat activity 
was recorded within Section 3. 
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Photograph 30 showing the interior of Section 3 

 

 
Photograph 31 showing a scattered Lepidoptera wing in Section 3 

 
Section 4 – External Survey 

3.30 Section 4 is a two-storey brick-built building (see Photograph 32). The masonry appears 
to be in good condition with no missing or damaged bricks. The window and door 
frames are mostly in good condition. The first floor of Section 4 supports wooden hay 
windows which provide potential access points.  
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Photograph 32 showing the exterior of Section 4 

 
3.31 The roof edges of the western elevation are not sealed and provide potential access 

points into the interior (see Photograph 33). The western elevation roof edge is well-
sealed with parapet walls. The pitched roof is constructed from stone roof tiles which 
are in moderate condition with a number of slipped, lifted, and missing tiles (see 
Photograph 34). The ridge tiles all appear intact and present but are poorly-sealed to 
the roof.  
 

 
Photograph 33 showing the unsealed roof edge of Section 4 
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Photograph 34 showing the roof and missing tiles of Section 4 

 
Section 4 – Internal Survey 

3.32 Internally, the ground floor of Section 4 could not be accessed. The first floor of Section 
4 is built-up to the underside of the roof and runs the length of the building (see 
Photograph 35). The internal masonry is in moderate condition with a number of gaps 
and crevices, some of which lead into Section 3. The wooden roof beams are old and 
feature a number of cracks and crevices. The roof is not lined and the underside of the 
roof is visible. The mortar holding the roof tiles in place has deteriorated throughout 
and a number of gaps in the roof are visible. The roof edges are open and lead to the 
exterior (see Photograph 36).  
 

 
Photograph 35 showing the interior first floor of Section 4 
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Photograph 36 showing the roof edges of Section 4 

 
3.33 Large concentrations of bat droppings are present across the length of Section 4 in 

particular below the apex of the roof (see Photograph 37). Scattered droppings are also 
present within the gaps in the brickwork (see Photograph 38). 
 

 
 Photograph 37 showing an area of bat dropping concentration  
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 Photograph 38 showing the scattered bat droppings within the brickwork gaps 

 
 Section 5 – External Survey 
3.34 Section 5 is a two-storey brick-built building (see Photograph 39). The masonry appears 

to be in moderate condition with some areas of minor damage including cracks and 
missing mortar (see Photograph 40). The window and door frames are mostly in good 
condition. The first floor of Section 5 supports wooden hay windows which provide 
potential access points. 
 

 
Photograph 39 showing the exterior of Section 5 
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Photograph 40 showing a crack in the masonry and wooden hay window of Section 5 

 
3.35 The roof edges of the southern elevation feature wooden bargeboards which do not lie 

flush to the masonry (see Photograph 41). The northern elevation roof edge is well-
sealed with parapet walls. The pitched, hipped roof is constructed from stone roof tiles 
which are in moderate condition with a number of slipped, lifted, and missing tiles (see 
Photograph 42). The ridge tiles all appear intact and present but are poorly sealed to 
the roof. The roof features a decorative cupola which is constructed from lead flashing 
and well-sealed to the roof. 

 

 
Photograph 41 showing the southern elevation roof edge of Section 5 
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 Photograph 42 showing the roof of Section 5 

 
 Section 5 – Internal Survey 
3.36 The interior of Section 5 features two floors in some areas and is built up to the roof in 

other areas (see Photograph 43). The interior spaces are a mixture of partially-finished 
spaces and exposed brickwork and roof voids (see Photograph 44). The windows are 
mostly in good condition with some damaged windowpanes. The internal masonry is 
finished in places but is damaged and features gaps in some places. The wooden roof 
beams are in good condition with no visible cracks or crevices suitable for bat roosting. 
The underside of the roof is lined with a roofing felt which is moderate condition with 
some areas of damage and pocketing.  

 

 
Photograph 43 showing the interior of Section 5 with damaged brickwork 
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Photograph 44 showing the interior of the first floor of Section 5 

 
3.37 A number of scattered bat droppings were recorded throughout the ground and first 

floors of Section 5 (see Photograph 45). A number of potential feeding remains 
(Lepidoptera wings) were also found within Section 5 (see Photograph 46). 
 

 
Photograph 45 showing the scattered bat droppings in Section 5 

 



  

EXTENDED PHASE 1 HABITAT SURVEY & DAYTIME BAT 
SURVEY AT CUERDEN HALL, BAMBER BRIDGE, PRESTON, 
LANCASHIRE 2021 

30 

 

 
Photograph 46 showing the scattered feeding remains (Lepidoptera wings) in Section 5 

 
 Section 6 – External Survey 
3.38 The exterior of Section 6 is composed of a double-height, sloped roof building (see 

Photograph 47), and a double-height, pitched roof building (see Photograph 48). The 
external brickwork of Section 6 is in good condition. The sloped-roof section features 
upper walls constructed from wooden ventilation panels. These wooden sections are 
in good condition and provide potential internal access. The doors and garage doors 
are all well-sealed. 
 

 
Photograph 47 showing the exterior of Section 6 
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Photograph 48 showing the exterior of Section 6 

 
3.39 The sloped roof of Section 6 is constructed from corrugated panels and is in moderate 

condition with gaps at the poorly-sealed roof edges (see Photograph 49). The pitched 
roofs of Section 6 are constructed from glass and are sealed at the ridges and roof 
edges by lead flashing and wooden bargeboards which appear to be in good condition 
and intact (see Photograph 50). 

 

 
 Photograph 49 showing the sloped roofs of Section 6 
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Photograph 50 showing the pitched roofs of Section 6 

 
 Section 6 – Internal Survey 
3.40 The interior of the sloped roof section is built-up to the roof and is cold and draughty 

due to the poor thermal holding capacity of the building and wooden ventilation panels 
(see Photograph 51). The internal masonry and metal and wooden roof beams are in 
good condition with no cracks or crevices suitable for bat roosting. The interior of the 
pitched roof section is very bright and cold due to the glass roof (see Photograph 52). 
The internal area is mostly built-up to the roof; however, a small number of ground 
floor rooms are present which are in good condition, well-sealed, and have no voids. 
The internal masonry and metal roof beams are in good condition and provide no 
potential bat roosting habitat. No evidence of bat activity was found within Section 6 
of Cuerden Hall. 
 



  

EXTENDED PHASE 1 HABITAT SURVEY & DAYTIME BAT 
SURVEY AT CUERDEN HALL, BAMBER BRIDGE, PRESTON, 
LANCASHIRE 2021 

33 

 

 
Photograph 51 showing the interior of the sloped roof section of Section 6 

 

 
Photograph 52 showing the interior of the pitched roof section of Section 6 

 
3.41 The trees on site were all inspected for Potential Roosting Features (PRFs), such as 

cavities, limb damage or peeling bark. Many of the mature and semi-mature trees on 
site features PRFs including Woodpecker holes, pruning scars, and limb tears. Bats use 
linear landscape features for foraging and commuting and it is possible that bats forage 
and commute over the site, particularly the scattered trees and broad-leaved 
woodland. 
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Badger 
3.42 Badgers Meles meles are protected under the Protection of Badgers Act 1992 and The 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). These Acts, for example, make it 
illegal to disturb a Badger whilst it is in a sett, to kill, injure or take a Badger and to 
obstruct the entrance to a Badger sett.  
 

3.43 No Badger sett was located on the site or within 30m of the site. No evidence of Badger 
activity such as latrines or snuffle holes was located on site. 
 
Nesting Birds 

3.44 All bird species are protected at their nest under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
(as amended). 
 

3.45 The scattered trees, continuous scrub, broad-leaved woodland, introduced shrub, and 
some sections of building provide suitable bird nesting habitat. A vacant bird nest was 
recorded in the attic of Section 2 of the building (see Photograph 53). 
 

 
Photograph 53 showing the vacant bird nest in the attic of Section 2 

 

INVASIVE SPECIES 
 

3.46 Rhododendron Rhododendron ponticum, Montbretia Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora, Wall 
Cotoneaster Cotoneaster horizontalis, Variegated Yellow Archangel Lamiastrum 
galeobdolon subsp. argentatum, and Himalayan Balsam Impatiens glandulifera are 
present on site (see Photographs 54 and 55). These are non-native, invasive species are 
listed on Schedule 9 of The Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). 
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Photograph 54 showing the Himalayan Balsam and Variegated Yellow Archangel on site. 
 

 
Photograph 55 showing the Rhododendron on site. 

 

PROTECTED SITES 
 

3.47 No statutory protected sites lie on the site or immediately adjacent to the site 
boundary. One statutory protected site is located within 3km of the site. This is Preston 
Junction Local Nature Reserve (LNR) which lies 2km north-west of the site separated by 
major road networks, motorways, railways, and urban infrastructure. 
 

3.48 The site lies within a SSSI Impact Risk Zone, which lists certain types of development 
that may have a deleterious impact on protected sites nearby. The proposed 
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development type is not listed as being a risk to nearby protected sites. No non-
statutory protected sites could be found on site or within 1km of the site. 
 

3.49 The Tennis Court Pond Biological Heritage Site (BHS) is located approximately 
100meters south of the site boundary. Cuerden Valley Park BHS and River Lostock BHS 
are located approximately 130metres and 200metres east of the site.  
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4.0   ASSESSMENT 

 

Habitats 
4.1 The Phase 1 Habitats present on the site are common throughout the UK. No nationally 

rare or locally rare plant species were located during the Extended Phase 1 Habitat 
Survey. 
 

4.2 The site supports amenity grassland and bare ground. Habitats which offer a limited 
pollen and nectar source for invertebrates and no cover from predation. The 
introduced shrub and tall, ruderal herb offer some cover from predation and a source 
of pollen and nectar for invertebrates. The continuous scrub, scattered trees, and 
broad-leaved woodland provide suitable habitat for nesting birds. 
 
Development Context 

4.3 The development proposals involve the loss of the much of the amenity grassland on 
site to be converted to introduced shrub planting and in places car parking. Some areas 
of continuous scrub will be lost for the creation of car parking and a tennis court. The 
proposed landscaping includes improved landscaped garden spaces, tree planting, an 
orchard, bulb meadow, and beehives which will help mitigate the loss of the habitats 
on site.   
 
PROTECTED SPECIES 
 
Great Crested Newt 

4.4 No ponds exist on the site. Four ponds exist within 250m of the site. These ponds are 
all separated from the site by short-grazed grassland and roads. Given the lack of 
connectivity to suitable breeding habitat in the locality, no further survey work is 
required, and Great Crested Newt is not considered to be a constraint on development 
at this time. 

Bats 
4.5 No bat droppings or other evidence of bat activity was found within Section 1. This area 

of Cuerden Hall is well-sealed and limited suitable bat roosting habitat was found. Due 
to the lack of bat activity evidence, lack of potential access points, and lack of potential 
bat roosting habitat, Section 1 is considered to offer negligible bat roost suitability. 
 

4.6 No bat droppings or other evidence of bat activity was found within the ground and 
first floors of Section 2. The building is mostly well-sealed and limited suitable bat 
roosting habitat was found. The attic of Section 2 features a number of potential access 
points and scattered bat droppings were recorded. Bat droppings were sent for DNA 
analysis which determined the species to be Brown Long-eared Plecotus auritus. Due 
to the lack of bat activity evidence, lack of potential access points, and lack of potential 
bat roosting habitat, the ground and first floors of Section 2 are considered to offer 
negligible bat roost suitability. Due to the presence of scattered bat droppings, 
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potential access points, and good surrounding commuting and foraging habitat, The 
attic of Section 2 is considered to offer low bat roost suitability. 
 

4.7 No bat droppings were found within Section 3. Scattered potential feeding remains 
were located within Section 3. This area of Cuerden Hall features potential access points 
through damaged windows and brickwork. Access between Section 3 and Section 4 is 
possible through a shared wall with damaged brickwork. Due to the presence of 
potential feeding remains, access between Section 3 and Section 4, and presence of 
potential access points, Section 3 is considered to offer low bat roost suitability. 
 

4.8 Large concentrations of bat droppings were found within first floor of Section 4. 
Scattered bat droppings were found within the damaged brickwork of Section 4. This 
area of Cuerden Hall features potential access points through damaged brickwork, 
missing roof tiles, and unsealed roof edges. Bat droppings were sent for DNA analysis 
which determined the species to be Brown Long-eared Plecotus auritus. Due to the 
abundance of bat activity evidence, potential access points and good surrounding 
commuting and foraging habitat, Section 4 is considered to offer high bat roost 
suitability. 
 

4.9 Scattered bat droppings and potential feeding remains were found throughout Section 
5. Bat droppings were sent for DNA analysis which determined the species to be 
Common Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus. This area of Cuerden Hall features potential 
access points through damaged brickwork, missing roof tiles, and poorly-sealed roof 
edges. Due to the presence of bat activity evidence, potential access points, and good 
surrounding commuting and foraging habitat, Section 5 is considered to offer moderate 
bat roost suitability. 
 

4.10 No bat droppings or other evidence of bat activity was found within Section 6. Due to 
the poor thermal capacity of the buildings, lack of bat activity evidence, and lack of 
potential roosting habitat, Section 6 is considered to offer negligible bat roost 
suitability. 
 

4.11 The site has countless trees present within the broad-leaved woodland and scattered 
trees. Once trees/areas of trees have been identified as being lost or affected by the 
proposed development, a targeted ground level survey of the trees is to be carried out 
to assess them for bat roost suitability. 
 
Badger 

4.12 No Badger sett was located on the site or immediately adjacent to the site. No evidence 
of Badger activity was located. Badgers are not considered to be a constraint on 
development. 
 
Nesting Birds 

4.13 The site supports suitable nesting habitat for birds within the continuous scrub, 
scattered trees, broad-leaved woodland, and some section of Cuerden Hall. If works to 
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these areas will proceed within the bird nesting season (which is generally March-
August), then a nesting bird check will be required immediately prior to any work. 
 
INVASIVE SPECIES 
 

4.14 Rhododendron Rhododendron ponticum, Montbretia Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora, Wall 
Cotoneaster Cotoneaster horizontalis, Variegated Yellow Archangel Lamiastrum 
galeobdolon subsp. argentatum, and Himalayan Balsam Impatiens glandulifera are all 
present on site. These are non-native, invasive species as listed on Schedule 9 of The 
Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). The Rhododendron Rhododendron 
ponticum, Montbretia Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora, Wall Cotoneaster Cotoneaster 
horizontalis, and Variegated Yellow Archangel Lamiastrum galeobdolon subsp. 
argentatum should be removed using an approved methodology or maintained as part 
of the landscaping. The Himalayan Balsam Impatiens glandulifera should be removed 
using an approved methodology.  
 
PROTECTED SITES 
 

4.15 No statutory or non-statutory protected sites lie within the proposed development site 
or immediately adjacent. One statutory protected site lies within 3km of the site 
boundary. This is Preston Junction LNR which is located approximately 2km north-west 
of the site. At these distances, and with barrier habitats between the protected site and 
the proposed development site, there is expected to be no deleterious impact on the 
protected site from the development. 
 

4.16 The site lies within a SSSI Impact Risk Zone, which lists certain types of development 
that may have a deleterious impact on protected sites nearby. The proposed 
development type is not listed as being a risk to nearby protected sites. 
 

4.17 Tennis Court Pond Biological Heritage Site (BHS) is located approximately 100meters 
south of the site boundary. Cuerden Valley Park BHS and River Lostock BHS are located 
approximately 130metres and 200metres east of the site. The proposals to the site 
include conversion works and landscaping only. No demolition of largescale 
construction is proposed. Therefore, it is considered the works will not negatively affect 
the surrounding non-statutory protected sites. However, if this is deemed not the case, 
the proposals can proceed with the implementation of a Construction Environment 
Management Plan (CEMP). 
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5.0    RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Summary of Findings 
5.1 Protected species are a material consideration when a planning authority is considering 

a planning application. The presence of protected species, the effect of the proposed 
development and suitable mitigation, if required, must be established before planning 
permission can be granted. Following the findings from the Extended Phase 1 Habitat 
Survey, the following survey may be required: 
 

• Nesting Birds - If any work to the scattered trees, continuous scrub, broad-
leaved woodland, or Cuerden Hall needs to be carried out within the bird 
nesting season (which is generally March to August), then a nesting bird 
survey will be required immediately prior to work commencing. 
 

• Bats in Buildings – Further bat survey work is necessary due to the suitability 
of Sections 3 and 4 and the attic of Section 2 to support a bat roost and the 
excellent surrounding bat foraging habitat. This is to determine 
presence/likely absence within the building and if so, the type of bat roost 
present. One bat activity survey is required of Section 3. Two bat activity 
surveys are required of Section 5 and the attic of Section 2. Three bat 
activity surveys are required of Section 4.  

 

• The surveys must be undertaken between May and September inclusive, in 
suitable weather conditions and with enough surveyors to observe all 
elevations. The results of the bat activity survey will help to determine the 
mitigation required at the site. If a bat roost is to be destroyed then 
mitigation will be either bat boxes or a dedicated bat loft, for example. 

 

• If the results show that an active bat roost/s is present on site, a Natural 
England licence will need to be obtained to destroy the existing bat roost/s. 
The licence can only be applied for following full planning permission being 
granted. 

 

• It is recommended prior to any tree felling or pruning works, the selected 
trees are subject to a targeted survey for the presence/likely absence of a 
bat roost. This will include and initial ground level assessment and an ariel 
tree assessment with the use of a harness and rope, where required. 

Invasive Species 
5.2 The Rhododendron Rhododendron ponticum, Montbretia Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora, 

Wall Cotoneaster Cotoneaster horizontalis, and Variegated Yellow Archangel 
Lamiastrum galeobdolon subsp. argentatum should be removed using an approved 
methodology or maintained as part of the landscaping. The Himalayan Balsam 
Impatiens glandulifera should be removed using an approved methodology. 
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Habitat Enhancement 

5.3 General recommendations to bring biodiversity gain to the site are: 
 

• Soft landscaping should include the provision of native and non-native flowering 
perennial species, to provide a pollen and nectar source for invertebrates.  

 

• Bird boxes and/or bat boxes should be erected on the new buildings where 
possible. 

 

• Trees and hedgerow planting of native species where practically possible.  
 

• ‘Hedgehog holes’ to be incorporated into the fencing of the private garden 
space. 
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APPENDIX A PHASE 1 HABITAT MAP 

 


